
Issues arising from the Open Spaces Working Group Meeting of 19 March 2018 
 
A full note of the meeting is attached for information. 
 
There are two issues arising from that meeting that the full Council needs to 
consider. 
 
Firstly, at Six Acre Field, our  PMOs are seeking approval for a revised approach to 
planting wildflowers which is felt would be more successful than the plantings 
amongst the trees and longer grass already agreed.  This would involve cutting out 
blocks of turf and making the plantings in those grass free areas but still within the 
area of the trees on either side. This would be carried out on a progressive trial 
basis. Costs would be minimal, about £100 for seed, and would be accommodated 
within the existing budget. The Working Group were content and asks the full 
Council to endorse these plans. 
 
Secondly, the Working Group considered a report on the condition and management 
of Thorpe Meadows which had been received from the Wildlife Trust following the 
visit of wildlife recorders in June. For the most part this was quite positive but did flag 
up a major issue in relation to the grazed meadow in that eight of the most important 
species in that area in 2002 had now disappeared as a result of overgrazing.  
 
The reason for this appears to be that the stocking levels recommended in the 2004 
management plan have never been conditions of grazing consents given to the 
tenant farmer. Council is asked to agree that these (see Annex A) are 
incorporated in any new grazing consent issued. 
 
Council may wish to note that the current tenant may not wish to continue with the 
current grazing lease in the longer term in which case the Council would need to find 
an alternate tenant who was willing to graze in accordance with the conditions in 
Annex A or obtain further advice on from the Wildlife Trusts if the current condition of 
the meadow is to be maintained or improved. 
 
 
Richard J Chapman 
Lead Member 
 
3 April 2018  



Annex A 
 
Grazing conditions set out in 2004 Management Plan 
 

● Graze with 12-13 cattle for 10 weeks a year OR 6-7 cattle for 20 weeks a year 
between the beginning of April and the end of October – with a 6-8 week 
break sometime between May and August in either case.  
 

● No artificial herbicides or fertilisers to be applied and cattle not to be treated 
with “IVERMECTIN”.  
 

● Monitor thistles and top if necessary to prevent further spread – in June, July 
and August in first year and then once a year in subsequent years. 
 

 
 


