Minutes of the Meeting of Narborough Parish Council held on 15 April 2025 commencing at 7.30 pm
Held at The Parish Centre, Desford Road, Narborough

Those present: Chairman: Richard Chapman

Councillors: Ashley Barratt, Tom Bates, Olly Curran, Janet Forey, Nigel Grundy
Guy Jackson, Trevor Matthews, Derek Ross, Eleanor Turner,
Nadine Vaillant Hill

Officers: Julie Whitehouse — Clerk, Julia Swan — Deputy Clerk
Public present: None

18371 Apologies for absence: It was resolved to accept and approve apologies received from
Clirs Alison Clark and Terry Richardson

18372 Chairman’s Time: The Chairman reported on the following:

e Staff had erected a temporary fence to contain the horses in the field behind Littlethorpe Park Play Area who
had escaped several times

e Cllr Nadine Vaillant Hill was asked to pass on thanks to Littlethorpe Community Association, scouts and
volunteers who had conducted a successful litter pick at Thorpe Meadows with 26 bags of rubbish collected

18373 Code of Conduct — Members’ Disclosure of Interests and Requests for Dispensations:

a) CllIr Nigel Grundy disclosed an interest at Minute 18381, Transfer of Narborough Park, as Portfolio Holder for
Neighbourhood Services and Assets at Blaby District Council

b) Clirs Guy Jackson, Janet Forey and Tom Bates disclosed an interest at Minute 18379 c) as members of Friends
of Narborough Station (FONS)

18374 Public Forum

a) Matters referred from the Members’ Surgery for information or referral to the next agenda: none

b) Correspondence Received:
e Dog Fouling - ClIr Janet Forey raised concerns about dog fouling in Littlethorpe, particularly around
Cosby Road and Spring Gardens. The Clerk advised that she had approached Blaby District Council
about providing “pick it up” stencils/paint for our team to place on pavements.

18375 Minutes of the previous meeting
It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 18" March 2025 be taken as a true record,
confirmed and signed by the Chairman.

18376 Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting, not included elsewhere on the agenda
Minute: 18366 a) iv) Extending Public Access Project at Thorpe Meadow — Leicestershire & Rutland Wildlife Trust
have now provided clear guidance on meadow management and stocking levels, following a site visit in early April
2025.

18377 Parish Councillor Vacancies
No formal expressions of interest received.

18378 District Council/County Council Updates

District Councillor Nigel Grundy reported that the forthcoming elections and local government reorganisation
continued to be the main focus at District level. He also confirmed that the transfer of assets to parish and town
councils was a high priority in his role as Portfolio Holder.



18379 Policy & Finance
Finance and Administration

a)

b)

c)

Interim Financial Position as at 31° March 2025

It was resolved that the monthly Finance Reports (copied to all Members and filed with these
minutes) which incorporate the Paid Expenditure transactions for March 2025 totalling £53,228.73
and Received Income transactions for March 2025 totalling £18,843.31 be received and approved.

Speed Indicator Device — it was reported that progress had been made but greater clarity was
needed to make an informed decision. The aim was to press Leicestershire County Council for
clarification and bring the item back to the next meeting.

Funding request from Friends of Narborough Station (FONS)
It was resolved to approve a two-year grant of up to £240 to assist the work of FONS

18380 Planning

a)

b)

Planning Application consultations responded to since the previous meeting
It was resolved that the responses to consultations on planning applications, made by the Planning
Working Group and the Council since the previous meeting, as follows, be endorsed and approved:

Application number, Description, Location Observations made to Planning Authority

25/0187/HH 35 Biddle Road, Littlethorpe No objection
Single storey front and side extensions

25/0032/0UT Land at Langham Bridge, Coventry Road, NPC supports this application in principle given that it will
Narborough provide an improved vista on the approach to Narborough.
Outline application for Class B2 employment development However, this support is conditional on the traffic measures
with access details submitted for approval suggested being implemented and additional vehicle activated

speed devices installed to improve road safety on that stretch
of road and, once the details of surface water disposal have
been provided, that it is clear the development does not
increase flood risk or, if it does, suitable mitigation is provided.

24/0760/0UT Lane North of Sycamore Way, Littlethorpe Notwithstanding the reduction in the number of dwellings
Outline planning application for the provision of up to 14 proposed, NPC wishes to maintain its objection of October
dwellings with all matters reserved except for access 2024. Its main concerns are that this site lies outside the

current boundary of the village of Littlethorpe in previously
undeveloped countryside. It reaffirms its view that the need
for biodiversity compensation could be avoided by on-site
mitigation. It also has concerns about the wider impacts on
congestion, road safety, pressure on services, and the
increased vulnerability of neighbouring areas to flooding as
highlighted in its previous objection

Planning Decisions notified by the Planning Authority since the previous meeting: noted

Application number, Description, Location Decision
25/0125/HH 126 Forest Road, Narborough Approval

Front porch and single storey rear extension (NPC: No Objection)
25/0187/HH 35 Biddle Road, Littlethorpe Approval

Single storey front and side extensions (NPC: No Objection)
25/0102/TC 14 Leicester Road, Narborough Approval

T1 Elder — fell (NPC: not consulted)

Planning — Other Matters

The Council’s response of “no comment or objection in principle”, to a pre-application consultation from
Cornerstone Telecommunications Infrastructure Limited on a proposed mobile telecommunications base
station upgrade (replacing 4G with 5G), on Forest Road, Narborough, was endorsed and agreed.



18381 Parish Assets Working Group

Clir Nigel Grundy left the room for this item. A report from the Lead Member of the Parish Assets Working Group
summarising discussions on the proposed transfer of Narborough Park and play area from Blaby District Council to
the Parish Council was circulated to members and it was resolved to approve the following recommendations:

a)

b)

Narborough Parish Council agrees in principle to continue discussions with Blaby District Council on the
detailed arrangements for the transfer of ownership of Narborough Park to the Parish Council

The Council delegates the Chairman and Vice Chairman to discuss further the detailed arrangements for the
proposed transfer with Blaby District Council representatives, subject to a final agreement coming back to
full Council for final approval

18382 Clerk’s Report — noted and included the following items:

a)

b)

A Grillo mowing machine, ideal for rough terrain and specifically intended for the extending public access
project at Thorpe Meadow, has now been purchased, as agreed at the September 2024 meeting.
Unfortunately, our Section 106 application for funding towards the machine was declined by Blaby District
Council as they felt it did not fit the given criteria for funding. Early reports from the team suggest it will be
a particularly useful addition to our machinery pool.

Groundwork improvements at the Cemetery are underway with levelling off works and preparation of the
entrance area for turfing.

Accessibility works to widen the kitchen door at Littlethorpe Village Hall are now complete and a new
external fire door is to be fitted shortly. Phase Il works at Littlethorpe Village Hall are planned to commence
on 21t July 2025, with a two-week closure. This will comprise improved insulation, replacement cladding
and replacement windows to the rear and side of the building.

The removal of the tree in the river on Station Road is scheduled for mid-May and other tree works are in
progress with Beddow Tree Specialists.

Connecting Narborough have produced another interesting and informative leaflet called “Connecting the
Pastures”, which suggests different walking routes between The Pastures and the Village. As with the
previous leaflets, the background information accessible via the QR codes will be hosted on our website.

18383 Other Correspondence

a)

b)

Blaby District Council
News Releases: All emailed to Members and noted
i) Tourism Growth Plan aims to boost District economy
ii) Bold vision for future of Local Council structures submitted to Government
iii) Go Green and save money in our energy auction

Leicestershire Police —April 2025 Newsletter - emailed to Members and noted

Leicestershire County Council — all emailed to Members and noted

i) P&C Environment & Transport Update 32

ii) Flood Drop-in Sessions across County

iii) Advance notice of TTRO — temporary road closure from Station Road to Riverside Way for 2 days
commencing 15" May 2025 to facilitate highway repairs

iv) Advance notice of TTRO — temporary road closure of Thornton Drive for 3 days commencing 26™ May
2025 to facilitate hydrant repairs by Severn Trent

V) Leicestershire Formal Flood Investigations Statement — Spring 2025

vi) Notice of Temporary Prohibition of Waiting and Loading at any time Order to come into effect 28"

April 2025 for a maximum duration of 12 months on Riddington Road, Cosby Road, The Square,
Station Road, between Heighton Crescent, Waudby Close and Old House Close including the car park
on The Square. Works will commence when appropriate signs are erected and may last up to 1 week
to facilitate drainage and gully clearance/replacement and various highway maintenance works

The meeting closed at 8.14 pm



