
LITTLETHORPE WAR MEMORIAL REPORT 
 
I met with John Heywood, Dave Ricketts and Neville Duncan on 7th February to discuss John 
Heywood’s letter of 20th January, and further information which has come to light, concerning the 
names on the War memorial / Roll of Honour in The Square, Littlethorpe. John and Neville have lived 
in Littlethorpe all of their lives (Neville has recently moved n Narborough) and are descended from 
families who have lived in the village since at least the 19th century. They were both very 
knowledgeable about the history of Littlethorpe. Dave has lived in Littlethorpe for many years and is 
a local historian and member of the parish Heritage Society. 
 
To recap; the current marble ‘memorial’ was erected in The Square by the Parish Council to mark the 
millennium in 2000. It is essentially a copy of a previous oak memorial which existed in The Square 
since 1918, and the Council had believed contained names of service men and women who died in 
WW1. There was a single name from WW2 added to the new ‘memorial’. However, we have known 
since then that the old ‘memorial’ was in fact a Roll of Honour, i.e. names of local people who served 
in WW1 and WW2, including but not limited to those who died in the conflicts or from illness or 
injuries received. Moreover, the names thereon contained errors e.g. repeated names and spelling 
mistakes. So, the new ‘memorial’ is also incorrect. 
 
The Council has discussed correcting this, and Cllr Derek Ross and resident Dave Ricketts have both 
researched the matter and produced reports to the Council, from which we have much more 
information of those who served and those who died in both conflicts. But this is not known to be 
totally complete. In a Journal article in November 2018, the Council invited local residents to see this 
information and say what they would like to see, e.g. a true memorial or a Roll of Honour, and just 
names from WW1 and WW2 or also from conflicts since WW2. The Council has received a few 
replies to this, none with further names or corrections but all of which prefer to see names of all 
those who served, with annotations or symbols against those who died, and from WW1 and WW2 
and any conflict since. Dave Ricketts has produced a layout of how this might be shown for the two 
world wars and corrected the previous name and spelling errors.  
 
Dave’s WW2 research is from the voting records of 1945-46 and local newspapers of 1939-45. For 
WW1, apart from correcting the errors, Dave has stayed faithful to the original WW1 Roll of Honour 
which stood in The Square. It’s conceivable that there may be further claims to add Littlethorpe-
connected names to it, but we are not aware of any after all this time and Dave has not ‘second-
guessed’ what was decided by the local community in 1918. 
 
John Heywood has the WW2 Roll of Honour (which lists names from both Narborough and 
Littlethorpe) which used to hang inside the Old Inn pub. This is another source of information, and 
so Dave will now cross-check this against the names from his previous research of Littlethorpe and 
report further. 
 
We will then be as complete as we can be about Littlethorpe people who served in both world wars 
(whether died or survived), and so the Council will be in a position to decide what to do next. In our 
discussions, the majority view was that there should be a new Roll of Honour (with memorial 
annotations or symbols) covering WW1 and WW2 only, as they included conscripted servicemen and 
had such a huge impact on all communities. Subsequent conflicts would be extremely difficult to 
research ... we could recall one or two individuals who served in e.g. Northern Ireland, Bosnia and 
the Falklands, but we do not know of any casualties from Littlethorpe.  
Perhaps space could be left on a new Roll/Memorial should any subsequent individual names be 
requested by the community? 
 
In any event, the Council should await a further update from Dave Ricketts but could consider what 
to replace the Littlethorpe Roll of Honour / Memorial with in the meantime. 
 
Cllr Kim Richardson 
February 2019 


